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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Requires the Department of Agriculture to create standards for 
the sale and testing of honey intended to be sold as Tennessee certified honey. Defines the 
prerequisites for labeling a product as Tennessee certified honey. Creates a private right of 
action under the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act, a Class B misdemeanor, for losses 
resulting from a labeling violation. 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase State Expenditures - $63,100   

 
 Assumptions: 

 

• According to the Department of Agriculture (TDOA), the Department will contract with 
a private laboratory to analyze honey samples. 

• The laboratory will analyze each sample at a cost of $625. The result is a recurring 
increase in state expenditures of $62,500 (100 samples x $625).   

• TDOA will annually purchase 100 honey samples costing $5 per sample. The result is a 
recurring increase in state expenditures of $500 (100 samples x $5 per sample). 

• The cost to ship each sample to the laboratory will be $1. The result is a recurring 
increase in state expenditures of $100 (100 samples x $1 shipping). 

• A small increase in cases in the court system, which will result in additional state and 
local government expenditures for processing the cases and additional state and local 
government revenue from fees, taxes, and costs collected.  These expenditures and 
revenue are estimated to be not significant. 
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